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Disclaimer
Roadmap is subject to change
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Making of the Checkmk roadmap

UX 
backlog

ideas.checkmk.com
product vision

conference

support / consulting

engineering / quality 

ideas.checkmk.com

sales / customers

roadmap

user feedback



⬢ Great source of 
inspiration for us!

⬢ Ideas do matter – 
we look at them and 
consider them!

⬢ Managing expectations: 
⬡ Not all can be done. 
⬡ Votes help, but are 

not the only criteria
⬡ We do not work on 

ideas top-down
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116 ideas already implemented!
ideas.checkmk.com



Infrastructure

Applications

User experience Synthetic Monitoring

Hybrid 
IT Monitoring

Self-
hosted  SaaS
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Data center Cloud

Full Stack 
Observability
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Data center Cloud



Monitoring platform 
Secure & scalable 

Alerts & analytics

Monitor anything Extensible 
interfaces 
for automation 
& development 

Great user 
experience 
for beginners 
and experts

Our principles for Checkmk
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Powerful configuration



Our principles for Checkmk
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Monitoring platform 
Secure & scalable 

Alerts & analytics

Monitor anything Extensible 
interfaces 
for automation 
and development 

Great user 
experience 
for beginners 
and experts

Powerful configuration
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Commissioned projects & 
support requests, code 

contributions

Focus for 
today

Minor 
improvements / fixes

New plug-ins

500

Strategic 
developments



Strategic roadmap for monitoring integrations
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Infrastructure

Applications

Management boards 

proxmox hyper-v

oracle

agent

Podman

Hardware

Data center Cloud



Baseboard management controller

⬢ For remote management, e.g. if 
server is turned off / crashed

⬢ Often embedded on server, but 
independent component with 
dedicated network connection

⬢ Provides hardware sensor 
information (fan speed, power 
voltages, chassis intrusion)
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Out-of-band management and monitoring 
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Monitoring baseboard management controllers
Integrated monitoring via host properties
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Two different objects shouldnʼt be one host

⬢ Unclear monitoring state: 
what about unreachable OS 
vs. BMC?

⬢ Duplicate services

⬢ One can be DOWN, while the 
other is UP

Server 

Baseboard management controller BMC

OS Checkmk agent 192.168.0.37

192.168.1.24



Monitor as dedicated host

⬢ Dedicated host via SNMP
⬢ Dedicated host via IPMI
⬢ Dedicated host via Redfish

Need to solve underlying need: 
Still have information in one place
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Recommended path 

Drawback

⬢ Server (hardware) and OS will 
appear as two different hosts. 
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Letʼs imagine how that could look like …

Mock-up
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Letʼs imagine how that could look like …

Mock-up

All that wasted space… 😥
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Letʼs imagine how that could look like …

Mock-up
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Modelling host relationships

Server

Mgmt board

Dedicated objects

Configuration
Connected objects

UI

App Server

Mgmt board

DB Server

Mgmt board
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Setting relationship explicitly
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Setting relationship explicitly – on the fly 
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Setting relationship explicitly – on the fly 
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Setting relationship dynamically
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         Utilize relationships for alerting  Connect hosts in the UI

Checkmk 2.5 Checkmk 2.x 



Strategic roadmap for monitoring integrations
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Infrastructure

Applications

Hardware

Management boards

Virtualization

Data center Cloud
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Whatʼs next for VMware?



Cloud(-native)
alternatives
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And now what?
Checkmk users are migrating to other virtualization options 

 

Commercial 
alternatives

Open-source 
alternative 

+++

+

+

Checkmk monitoring +++ +Fantastic OK++ Great

+++

++
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The existing monitoring isnʼt bad. But …
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The existing monitoring isnʼt bad. But …
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… pales vs. our Nutanix (and vSphere) monitoring
Cluster monitoring

Thanks Andreas!
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… pales vs. our Nutanix (and vSphere) monitoring
Cluster monitoring

Node monitoring

Thanks Andreas!
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… pales vs. our Nutanix (and vSphere) monitoring
Cluster monitoring

Node monitoring

VM monitoring

Thanks Andreas!
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We help you in your hypervisor migration journey

 

Checkmk monitoring +++ +Fantastic OK

+ +++

+ +++

2.4 2.5
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Podman engine and container monitoring



Strategic roadmap for monitoring integrations
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Infrastructure

Applications

Virtualization

OS

Hardware

Management boards

Data center Cloud
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Are you using Windows Log monitoring?
Windows agent ships ‘integrated logwatchʼ for all event logs
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Are you using Windows Log monitoring?
Windows agent ships ‘integrated logwatchʼ for all event logs

How to filter messages already on 
agent side???
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Isnʼt there an option already?
mk_logwatch can filter messages already

Filtering functionality to come to built-in Windows agent logwatch!
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Things that just have to be done

No more VBS
Itʼs done. All replaced by Powershell scripts.

Replace Windows System Time 
With a proper timesync and time quality check 

Replace netstat with ss
Itʼs just time.

Migrate check_mail monitoring for Exchange to Microsoft Graph
Microsoft will start blockling EWS requests to Exchange Online from Oct 1st 2026



Strategic roadmap for monitoring integrations
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Infrastructure

Applications

Virtualization

OS

Applications

Hardware

Management boards

Windows, ps1, ss

Data center Cloud
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One of the best Oracle monitoring solutions
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Handling almost all Oracle setups & peculiarities
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Initially developed 14 years ago
By Thorsten Bruhns (thanks! & Mathias Kettner
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Initially developed 14 years ago
By Thorsten Bruhns (thanks! & Mathias Kettner
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State of mk_oracle

3000+ lines of bash code
Hard to code

Even harder to test



Our plan

⬢ Rewrite in non-bash language

⬢ Extend test coverage strongly

Your benefits

Nothing. 

… except … 

the same checks. Same services.

You only need to migrate the agent plugin.

Donʼt worry. You will also get …

⬢ more stability

⬢ faster delivery of new features
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mk_oracle will be rewritten



Strategic roadmap for monitoring integrations
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Infrastructure

Applications

Virtualization

O/S

Applications

Hardware

Management boards

Windows, ps1, ss

Data center Cloud
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Enhanced Cisco Meraki monitoring
thl-cmk has waited long enough.
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What about network topology?

For Cisco Meraki: 
Will then only require the Network 
Visualization Data Creation Tool

In general: 
Should also only require the Network 
Visualization Data Creation Tool.
Checkmk to include all required data.



Strategic roadmap for monitoring integrations
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Data center Cloud

Infrastructure

Applications

Virtualization

O/S

Applications

Hardware

Management boards

Windows, ps1, ss
?



Compute / VM EC2 Compute Engine Virtual Machine

Storage & Backup Elastic Block Storage 
S3 and S3 Glacier

Cloud Storage
Filestore 

Blob Storage
Storage Accounts
Recovery Service Vaults

Database
RDS
DynamoDB
 Cloud SQL

DB for PostgreSQL 
DB for MySQL 
 

Load Balancer Application ELB
Network ELB Load Balancer Load Balancer 

Management Cost and Usage Cost Usage Details (cost)

Containers & 
Kubernetes

Container Service ECS
Kubernetes Service EKS

Cloud Run
Kubernetes Engine Kubernetes Service AKS

Functions Lambda Cloud Functions  

Networking
Route53
CloudFront
WAF

VPN Gateway
Traffic Manager

Cache ElastiCache for Redis Memorystore  

Other SNS
AD Connect
App Gateway
Web Apps 51
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The Checkmk logic

Ingest only 
‘relevantʼ data Discover services

Build dashboards

Tune alerts

Our responsibility Your responsibility
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Complex systems require reversal thought process

Data Hosts / services Dashboards
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Azure is complex from a data architecture …

Tenant

Management group

Subscription

Resource group

Region

Resource

Resource entity

Metric Log Status

… and requires a scalable configuration concept
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Dashboard-first opinionated monitoring architecture



Redesigned monitoring architecture planned for 2.5
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Tenant

Management group

Subscription

Resource group

Region

Resource

Resource entity

Metric Log Status

Hosts

Piggyback hosts

Services

Metrics
InventoryLabels

Dashboards

Labels

Rules

Setup
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Elevate the Checkmk cloud monitoring experience

Ingest only 
‘relevantʼ data Discover services

Build dashboards

Tune alerts

Insights 
into your cloud

Intuitive host & services

Opinionated monitoring 

Visibility 
into your cloud 

Great dashboards 

Meta information for 
- powerful notifications
- your own dashboards

Low-effort 
data collection

Scalable, quick setup

High performance

Flexibility

⬢ Opinionated monitoring providing insights into your cloud IT

⬢ Out-of-the-box dashboards brining visibility into cloud IT

⬢ Meta-information for powerful notifications and building your own 
dashboards

⬢ Scalable configuration combined with quick setup

⬢ Performant special agent design to fetch data in a reasonable amount of 
time while considering different user setups

Development of new and enhancements to existing services
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Our focus for 2.5



Our principles for Checkmk
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Monitoring platform 
Secure & scalable 

Alerts & analytics

Monitor anything Extensible 
interfaces 
for automation 
and development 

Great user 
experience 
for beginners 
and experts

Powerful configuration



… to fill out settings first
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Checkmk is full of hidden assumptions
Users need to know …

… the meaning of service discovery

… how fundamental host names are

… about built-in DNS resolution

… that you need to click here

… what Checkmk agent & API 
integrations mean

… that you might need an agent 
before running service discovery
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Frictionless first steps
Monitoring a Linux/Windows host

Get 
agent

Open 
Checkmk

Install 
Checkmk

Find 
agent

Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Checkmk Enterprise

Get 
agent

Open 
Checkmk

Install 
Checkmk

Find 
agent

Install 
auto-agent

Create 
auto-agent

Checkmk Cloud (self hosted)

Checkmk Cloud SaaS

Create 
account

Install 
auto-agent
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Simplify finding and installing agents
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Same, but also very different



Improve hostname validation
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Mock-up
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Incorporate test connection into host creation
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Mock-up
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Registering agent and updater with one command
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Agent updaterAgent controller

cmk-update-agent registercmk-agent-ctl register

Agent controller 
registration

Agent updater 
registration

Agent controller 
registration

Agent updater can use both registrations
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Guide the user in service discovery as well
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Incorporate connection test to give 
user advice, what needs to be done, 

e.g. install agent + link to agents

Status quo
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Guide the user in service discovery as well
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Mock-up
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Guide the user in service discovery as well
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

Mockup

Mock-up
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Activate changes on the fly
Get 

agent
Open 

Checkmk
Install 

Checkmk
Find 

agent
Install 
agent

Create 
host

Register 
host

Discover 
services

Activate 
changes

2

Mock-up




